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Mission/Vision:Mission/Vision:Mission/Vision:Mission/Vision:Mission/Vision:  To foster creativity, build community and provide opportunity for music career development through education and connection.

inside this issue…inside this issue…inside this issue…inside this issue…inside this issue…

Songscreening this month����

Pat Pattison Workshop - Dec 2-3Pat Pattison Workshop - Dec 2-3Pat Pattison Workshop - Dec 2-3Pat Pattison Workshop - Dec 2-3Pat Pattison Workshop - Dec 2-3

Don’t Miss the Hit Songwriter Seminar & In	The	Round we have scheduled for Sunday

January ��th�  See page � for more details

Steve Seskin
 Don Henry and Craig CarothersSteve Seskin
 Don Henry and Craig CarothersSteve Seskin
 Don Henry and Craig CarothersSteve Seskin
 Don Henry and Craig CarothersSteve Seskin
 Don Henry and Craig Carothers
will give a Seminar from ��am	�pm and follow it with a a Concert at the Little Fox Theater


 ���� Broadway�  Seminar plus FREE CONCERT TICKET price 	 $���  Concert only 	 $�� in
advance and $�� at	the	door�

For more details go to our website �http://www�westcoastsongwriters�org�
To sign up go to classes on our website�  Pull down the menu to “class sign up” and select

Steve Seskin�  Under amount put $���  This will secure your place in the class�
You can always call the WCS office and sign up over the phone (���) ���	�����

Seminar & RoundSeminar & RoundSeminar & RoundSeminar & RoundSeminar & Round

Pat Pattison “Writing from a Title” December �nd	�rd in SF 	 Workshop Cost:  $���Pat Pattison “Writing from a Title” December �nd	�rd in SF 	 Workshop Cost:  $���Pat Pattison “Writing from a Title” December �nd	�rd in SF 	 Workshop Cost:  $���Pat Pattison “Writing from a Title” December �nd	�rd in SF 	 Workshop Cost:  $���Pat Pattison “Writing from a Title” December �nd	�rd in SF 	 Workshop Cost:  $���

Writing from a Title: Starting with a powerful and effective song title
 this �	day seminar
teaches you to build it into a completed lyric
 including setting it to appropriate rhythm
and tempo
 using its stressed vowel sounds to brainstorm ideas
 finding title placement

developing contrasting sections
 and developing your ideas to recolor your title or chorus�
These tools will make your writing process more efficient
 and your lyrics more effective�
This is how Nashville writers write a song every day—sometimes two!

Pat Pattison is a Professor at Berklee College of Music
 where he teaches Lyric Writing
and Poetry�  In addition to his three books
 Writing Better Lyrics
 The Essential Guide to
Lyric Form and Structure
 and The Essential Guide to Rhyming
 Pat has developed three
online lyric writing courses for Berklee’s online school
 available through patpattison�com�
He has written over �� articles for Home & Studio Recording Magazine
 and The Perform	
ing Songwriter�   Pat continues to present  songwriting clinics across the US
 Canada
 and
the UK� Several of his students have won Grammys
 including John Mayer and Gillian Welch�

For more info  email �info@westcoastsongwriters�org�
 or you can sign up online at http:/
/www�westcoastsongwriters�org/classes_signupnow�htm

Come To The WCS Holiday GatheringCome To The WCS Holiday GatheringCome To The WCS Holiday GatheringCome To The WCS Holiday GatheringCome To The WCS Holiday Gathering
WCS is having a Holiday Gathering on Tuesday
 December ��th at Fanny & Alexander
 ���

Emerson Street in Palo Alto from �pm	�pm�  A no	host full bar
 full menu
 or the usual steak
tacos for a $� ���plus great original music!  Bring the best song you’ve written this year
 or tracks
or lyric�  We’ll play a  song from your CD
 let you read your lyric�  As we are a group of songwriters
we should be able to entertain ourselves!  Come and share with us and get to know your peers�
We’ll be taking photos for the newsletter 	 no dress code�

Sunday
 January ��th 	 Sign Up NOW

Imogen Heap InterviewImogen Heap InterviewImogen Heap InterviewImogen Heap InterviewImogen Heap Interview
Interviewed by Ian Crombie
 WCS Exec� Dir�

She remembers when she was twelve
 “I
just had so much to say
 but there was
nobody there to listen�  So I ended up
writing songs�” Now everyone is listening to
Imogen Heap�  She is making enough noise
in the industry for you to take notice
 and

believe me
 it’s a beautiful noise you need to
hear�  And
 she’s doing what she does best

making completely original and innovative
music�  Her music recently featured in
movies and television
 such as The Chronicles
Of Narnia  and the epic season two finale of
the hit series
 The O C�

Imogen Heap 	 Photo by Michael Crook

continued on page �
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Manteca Songwriter ShowcaseManteca Songwriter ShowcaseManteca Songwriter ShowcaseManteca Songwriter ShowcaseManteca Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:  Thursday
 December �th (Always the first
Thursday of the month) at CHEZ SHARI’S (above
the Golf Course Club House)
 ��� North Union
Road
 Manteca Ca �����
 ���	���	���� / Visit
www�chezshari�com �http://www�chezshari�com/
�  �  All ages welcome� Keyboard available�
SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:  �:��pm to �:��pm 
 event is �:��	
��:��pm� You must sign up before �pm�
Performers and Public 	 Free� Two song/�� minute
limit�
MANAGERSMANAGERSMANAGERSMANAGERSMANAGERS: Mark McCool (���	���	����) and
Woody Hawkins�
STUDIO SPONSORSTUDIO SPONSORSTUDIO SPONSORSTUDIO SPONSORSTUDIO SPONSOR: Torres Entertainment Record	
ing Studios
 call ���	���	����� Song of the night
wins � hours studio time�
PHOTOGRAPHY SPONSORPHOTOGRAPHY SPONSORPHOTOGRAPHY SPONSORPHOTOGRAPHY SPONSORPHOTOGRAPHY SPONSOR: About Face Photog	
raphy
 Bob Whitaker call ���	���	����� Performer
of the night wins a free �x�� professional headshot�
JUDGESJUDGESJUDGESJUDGESJUDGES: Peer Judged�
DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS: Call venue at ���	���	�����

 San Francisco Songwriter ShowcaseSan Francisco Songwriter ShowcaseSan Francisco Songwriter ShowcaseSan Francisco Songwriter ShowcaseSan Francisco Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE: Thursday
 December ��th (second Thurs	

days) at STARBUCKS
 ���� Mariposa St� @ Bryant

San Francisco
 ���/���	�����  All ages� Keyboard avail	
able�

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: �–�:��pm; event begins �:��pm
 ends
by �:��pm —��	song limit�  Performers pay $�

guests/the public are FREE�

MANAGER:MANAGER:MANAGER:MANAGER:MANAGER: Dennis Roarick
SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Alex James Muscat’s LAST STOP

RECORDS
 info@laststoprecords�com�  � hours�
JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES: Industry	judged 	 Tom Rettig
DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: Call venue
 ���/���	�����  Public tran	

sit:  SF MUNI ���/Bryant�

Hollywood Hollywood Hollywood Hollywood Hollywood Songwriter ShowcaseSongwriter ShowcaseSongwriter ShowcaseSongwriter ShowcaseSongwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:  NONE THIS MONTH Sunday
 January ��st
The Pign’ Whistle ���� Hollywood Blvd� (Between
Highland and Caheunga on the south side of the
street)
 Hollywood CA
 ������

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: �:�� pm event begins at �pm�  $� for
everyone�

MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:  Mike Rofé
�mike@sluggardy�com��

SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR: TBA

JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES: Industry	judged —TBA

Sonoma County Songwriter ShowcaseSonoma County Songwriter ShowcaseSonoma County Songwriter ShowcaseSonoma County Songwriter ShowcaseSonoma County Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE: Friday
 December ��th (THIRD Friday of

each month) at COFFEE CATZ
 ���� Sebastopol
Ave�
 Sebastopol� Ph (���)���	���� �  Grand piano
and p�a� available�

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: at �:��pm� Event begins at �pm�
MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS: Kate Sholl andKen Risling

ksholl@monitor�net
SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Blair Hardman’s ZONE RECORDING


Cotati
 ���/���	����
 www�zonemusic�com�  � hours�
JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:  Industry	judged TBA
DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS:   From the southFrom the southFrom the southFrom the southFrom the south
 go

��� N to ��� West exit
 near Cotati
 towards
Sebastopol�   When you get to the intersection  of
Hwys ��� and ��
 go right and then right again

before the next light
 into the old train depot


called Gravenstein Station�

From the northFrom the northFrom the northFrom the northFrom the north
 take ��� S to Santa Rosa
 and take
Hwy �� W
 towards Sebastopol� After crossing a
small bridge over the lagoon you go through one
light and make a left at
the Gravenstein Station�

South Bay Songwriter ShowcaseSouth Bay Songwriter ShowcaseSouth Bay Songwriter ShowcaseSouth Bay Songwriter ShowcaseSouth Bay Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE: Saturday
 Deecember ��th (third Saturdays)

at the Blue Rock Shoot
 ����� Big Basin Way

Saratoga� Performers pay $��� SIGN	UP:��:��; event
begins at �:�� pm� There is a �� song limit�  Please
note we cannot accept late sign ups

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: SIGN	UP:��:��; event begins at �:�� pm
Performers pay $�
 guests/the public are FREE�

MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS: Greg Newlon and Bev Barnett
SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR: TBA
JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:  Industry	judged —Travis Jones of Hous	

ton	Jones

http://www�myspace�com/southbaywcs

Songwriter ShowcasesSongwriter ShowcasesSongwriter ShowcasesSongwriter ShowcasesSongwriter Showcases

North Bay Songwriter ShowcaseNorth Bay Songwriter ShowcaseNorth Bay Songwriter ShowcaseNorth Bay Songwriter ShowcaseNorth Bay Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:   Monday
 Deecember ��th (third Mondays)

at the SWEETWATER SALOON
 ��� Throckmorton

Mill Valley
 ���/���	����

www�sweetwatersaloon�com�       Age ��/over only�  No
keyboard�

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: �:��–�:��pm; event begins �:��pm
 ends
�:��pm —��	song limit�  Performers pay $�
 guests/
the public are FREE�

MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS: Jan White & Dan Lavorel
SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:  TBA
JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:  Industry	judged —TBA�
DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: Take Route ��� in Marin County to

the “East Blithedale” exit�  Go west towards Mill Val	
ley on E� Blithedale
 following the road for � miles

and turn left on Throckmorton (first stop sign you
come to)�  Throckmorton winds through the center
of town past the Book Depot�  Stay on Throckmorton
for only �� miles more
 and the Sweetwater will be on
your left�  Get Public Transit info for any starting point

from any area code
 ���	�����

Sacramento Songwriter ShowcaseSacramento Songwriter ShowcaseSacramento Songwriter ShowcaseSacramento Songwriter ShowcaseSacramento Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE: NONE THIS MONTHNONE THIS MONTHNONE THIS MONTHNONE THIS MONTHNONE THIS MONTH (normally  third

Tuesdays) at FOX & GOOSE PUBLIC HOUSE
 ���� R
Street (��th & R)
 downtown Sacramento
 ���/���	
����
 www�foxandgoose�com�  Keyboard available�

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: �–�:��pm; event begins �:��pm�  Per	
formers pay $�
 guests/the public are FREE�

MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS: Jeffry Wynne Prince
SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Matt Erich’s EME RECORDING STU	

DIO
 Sacramento
 ���/���	�����  � hours�
JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:  Peer	judged�
DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS:  DIRECTIONS: From I	�
 take the

“Q Street” exit� From Capital City Freeway (Busi	
ness Route ��) heading east
 take the “��th Street”
exit; from Capital City Freeway heading west
 take
the “��th Street” exit� (Note: Downtown Sacra	
mento streets are gridded and all named with num	
bers and letters
 so it’s pretty easy to find your way
around�)  Call venue
 ���/���	�����  Public transit
info for any starting point
 from any area code
 ���	
�����

East Bay Songwriter ShowcaseEast Bay Songwriter ShowcaseEast Bay Songwriter ShowcaseEast Bay Songwriter ShowcaseEast Bay Songwriter Showcase
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE: Monday
 December ��th (�rd or �th Mondays)
at FREIGHT & SALVAGE COFFEEHOUSE
 ����
Addison St�
 Berkeley (� blk� from University
 off San
Pablo)
 ���/���	����
 www�thefreight�org�  All ages�
Grand piano available�

SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP:SIGN	UP: �:��–�:��pm; event begins promptly at
�:��pm�  $� for everyone�

MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:MANAGERS:  Phil Bearce
SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Erik Neilsen’s STUDIO �D�
 Brisbane


���/���	����
 www�studio�d��com�  � hours�
JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES:JUDGES: Industry	judged —TBA�
DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: DIRECTIONS: From Route �� in Berkeley
 take the

“University Ave�” exit
 and go �� blocks (toward the
hills) to third stoplight�  Turn right on San Pablo Ave�
(Route ���)�  Addison is the first street to the left …do
a U	turn after the center island & turn right onto
Addison�

• SONGWRITERS SHOWCASES• SONGWRITERS SHOWCASES• SONGWRITERS SHOWCASES• SONGWRITERS SHOWCASES• SONGWRITERS SHOWCASES feature WCS writers (or
designated stand	ins) performing their original material
live or singing against a recording before an audience of
peers�  New members may join at any event and perform
there the same day� Each performer signs up for any slot
still available� We remind members to focus on the fact
that “winning isn’t the only point” (by any means!) and
to network and discover the wealth of talent
 experience

and services on which there is to draw as well as to offer
their own�

Experienced guest music industry judges give written
feedback at most events and determine acknowledgments
for “Best Song” and “Best Performance” for that event
location�  Note:  Some events use peer	judging; and some
events are unable to either record performances or allow
performance against a recording� Check details about
individual events if these factors are crucial to you�  Those
acknowledged for “Best Song” or “Best Performance” are
not eligible to be acknowledged at that same event for
six months thereafter
 although all are always welcome
to perform and receive feedback�

“Best Song” is awarded �–� hours of studio time from
the sponsoring studio
 which must be used by the winning
writer within a �	 to �	month period from the date of
acknowledgment and which may not be bought
 sold
 or
transferred�  Winners of “Best Song” are eligible to perform
at the applicable Annual Songwriter Showcase Playoffs
event(s) in August�  Each member acknowledged for “Best
Song” at a Songwriter Showcase Playoffs event must be
available to perform during the prestigious Sunset ConcertSunset ConcertSunset ConcertSunset ConcertSunset Concert
at our annual Songwriters Conference on Saturday
evening for an audience of over �� industry guests and
many of the conference attendees�

“Best Performance” receives �� blank CDs w/sleeves and
the opportunity to be among six members
 by random
draw
 performing at one of the two Noontime AcousticNoontime AcousticNoontime AcousticNoontime AcousticNoontime Acoustic
ConcertConcertConcertConcertConcerts at C:C:C
 which is always presented on the second
weekend of September�

Lyric sheets are recommended but optional�  Cover
charge is $�/person (except $�–Sacto
 and $�–East Bay)�
See each event listing to confirm all other details�  Get
Public Transit info for any starting point
 from any area
code
 ���	�����
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The Voice Studio
 along with West Coast
Songwriters
 is presenting a singing workshop
taught by Dave Stroud
well	known Los Angeles/
San Francisco singing teacher and WCS Executive
Board Member� The workshop will focus on
preparing your voice for today’s industry
standards
 using Seth Riggs’ famous Speech Level
Singing technique
 which allows you to sing freely
and clearly anywhere in your range
 and has been
used by Stevie Wonder
 Natalie Cole
 Josh Groban

and Annie Lennox
 to name a few�  $� discount
for WSC members�
Sunday
 January ��
 ��� $��/$�� WCS members
Potrero Hill Neighborhood House
 ��� De Haro

St�
 San Francisco �����
Contact:  www�thevoicestudio�org or call

(���)���	����  Reserve your seats now!

North Bay:  Best Song: “Ocean” by Mike RofMike RofMike RofMike RofMike Rofe�
Best Performance: Gil StancourtGil StancourtGil StancourtGil StancourtGil Stancourt
Hollywood 	 Best Song:“Sympathy” by
KarminaKarminaKarminaKarminaKarmina�  Best Performer:  Barry KeenanBarry KeenanBarry KeenanBarry KeenanBarry Keenan�
Thanks to judge Dan KimpelDan KimpelDan KimpelDan KimpelDan Kimpel
San Francisco:  Best Song:  “Child of God”  by
Gil StancourtGil StancourtGil StancourtGil StancourtGil Stancourt�  Best Performance:  DennisDennisDennisDennisDennis
RoarickRoarickRoarickRoarickRoarick�����
EastBay: Best Song
 "Objects In The Mirror"
by Laura Zucker Laura Zucker Laura Zucker Laura Zucker Laura Zucker; Best Perfomance by MaryMaryMaryMaryMary
Redente�  Redente�  Redente�  Redente�  Redente�  (Oct) Best Song: "Georgia" by Chris Chris Chris Chris Chris
Hanson; Hanson; Hanson; Hanson; Hanson; Best Performance by Russ Bell� Russ Bell� Russ Bell� Russ Bell� Russ Bell�
Judges: Brian Kelly and Lindsay Spiller
South Bay: Best Song:  “Man of Steel” by LucyLucyLucyLucyLucy
BillingsBillingsBillingsBillingsBillings�  Best performance:   Armand Ruby Armand Ruby Armand Ruby Armand Ruby Armand Ruby

Showcase WinnersShowcase WinnersShowcase WinnersShowcase WinnersShowcase Winners

Voice Studio WorkshopVoice Studio WorkshopVoice Studio WorkshopVoice Studio WorkshopVoice Studio Workshop

I was fortunate enough to buy tickets to
her show in San Francisco last year�  What
an eye	opener…�or
 should I say
 ear	opener�
Hers was by far and away my favorite
concert of the year
 and I attended multiple
shows last year
 including my first Stones
concert�

Imogen is a one	woman	band�  She plays
keyboards
 piano
 and a string of electronic
equipment…plus the mbira
 a new word I
learned during the interview�  She totally
fills any concert venue with her soaring
vocals and inventive sounds from her
collection of electronic instruments�  She
also paces her dynamic performance with
songs using a grand piano�

If you’re not familiar yet
  you must take a
listen�  Go to her website:
http:www�imogenheap�com and buy her
record
 “Speak for Yourself”�  Luckily
 she’s
currently on tour�  Imogen will be playing
the Wiltern Theater in Los Angeles on
November ��th and December �st or you can
catch her
 along with me
 at the Warfield in
San Francisco on December �rd�  She then
travels then on to Portland and Seattle�  Try
not to miss her�

Chatting with her was as interesting as her
music…�read on…

Ian Crombie:  What was your first
introduction to music?

Imogen Heap:  The piano in our living
room�  My mom and my dad had this
fantastic piano�  My dad was very good at
sight	reading
 but could never string two
notes together of his own accord unless they
were written in front of him�  And my mom
was the opposite�  She had no idea about
sight	reading
 but she could play pretty
much any instrument and get a decent
sound out of it
 apart from possibly the
bassoon�  She was naturally very creative�  So
I got the best of both worlds�  As a kid
 it was
much more fun to bang on the piano than it
was to squeak a toy�

IC:  I read in your bio that the piano was
your toy�

IH:  Yes it was�

IC:  And you were classically trained right?

IH:   Yes
 I did my grades
 but didn’t go any
further because I got a record deal pretty
quickly�  I did my grades more of an excuse
to be involved in music
 not because I
wanted to be a concert pianist or anything�
It was just a good excuse to get out of
lessons every now and then�  And as a result

of figuring that one out
 I learned the cello
and the clarinet�  I had a go at the trumpet
and failed miserably�  I did theory and the
orchestra�  Just did anything I could do you
see�

IC:  When did you first get into songwriting
or writing music?

IH:  The songwriting side of it came much
later�  I went to boarding school�  I used to
write songs for the end of the year and sort
of rubbish Christmas Carols just to be doing
music and I like ordering people about!  I got
to conduct all my peers in my year to sing
my song that I’d written�  When I was ��
 I
went to boarding school�  I didn’t get along
famously with everyone�  I didn’t really
understand about boys and friends and
hanging out and socializing�  Anything more
than boys
 what’s that band I’m thinking of?
Brof 
 anything like that
 I had no idea about
it�  I literally just got home from school

went straight to my piano and played all day
long�  So
 when I went to boarding school I
was a little  bit of a freak in there�  And
 I
wore very odd clothes because I had no idea
about the latest fashion�  I’d be wearing my
brother’s hand	me	down cowboy jeans and
my mom’s Flamenco Spanish top and strange
hats from weddings my mom had been to�
I’d come up with something very strange and
end up wearing it every day�  People just
steered clear of me�  I had so much to talk
about ‘cause I’d just arrived at boarding
school and there were boys and alcohol and
smoking and things I’d never experienced�  I
just had so much to say
 but there was
nobody there to listen�  So I ended up
writing songs�  But not really even writing
songs
 just singing streams of consciousness

just singing nonsense
 improvising�

There was a girl who was at school and she
was so nasty to me
 she was really awful�
She would throw my favorite teddy out the
window and put lighter fluid around my bed
in the morning so I’d wake up to a ring of
fire
 and she’d pin things to me�  She wasn’t
very nice�  So I really hated her�  But
obviously
 I was the one being bullied and I
couldn’t retaliate because I was shy�  I used
to go and play the piano every night�  Her
name was Lucy Bradley�  She used to wander
back up to our dorms just before I finished�
Once I’d finish playing
 I’d always see her
ahead of me�  I thought that was because
she’d been out on the town
 having fun with
boys
 being naughty�  But one night
 she
came in while I was playing and singing�  She
sat on the filing cabinet and looked at me
and she was really crying�  I just ignored it
because she was a bitch to me�  I just carried

Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview continuedcontinuedcontinuedcontinuedcontinued

Writing for MusicalsWriting for MusicalsWriting for MusicalsWriting for MusicalsWriting for Musicals
WCS is sponsoring a workshop in writing for

musical theater�  This is being organized by
Will Gordon and Tony Vandersteen ( long time
WCS member)�  Both writers have recently had
musicals produced in the South Bay�   Musical
Theater is a fascinating sphere of musical com	
position
 which demands talent in both me	
lodic development as well as story	specific lyri	
cal capability�   The workshop is intended to
bring together songwriters  who have had
some experience in musical theater
 and would
like to share their experience
 while expand	
ing on their understanding of this challenging
domain of song writing�
The workshop will start in January ����
 and

will include interviews  with noted composers
of local musical theater
 and associated profes	
sionals�  Specific details of times and place will
be included  in subsequent notices�  If you are
interested in joining Will and Tony next year

please contact them at (���) ��� ���� for  Will

and (���) ��� ����  for Tony�

from page �
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on playing�  It was time to go
 so I said

“we’ve got to go back to the dorms now�”
We walked back and didn’t say a word to
each other�  I realized then that she’d been
listening to me�  Every single night
 she’d
been listening to me play the piano�  She was
going through a really
 really awful time at
school herself�  And as a result of that
 she
was bullying everyone else to make herself
feel better�   I learned a lot from that�  She
encouraged me to write songs�  She really
enjoyed it�  So I wrote one for her
 I wrote
about what she was going through
 about
my friends and about boyfriends that I
started to go out with at school�  They were
unfaithful to me and so I wrote songs about
them�

IC:  Thank goodness for broken hearts�

IH:  Yes
 where would you be?  Otherwise

I’d be writing songs about my dog�

IC:  Hide and Seek was such a big song in
the OC�  I’m sure people point to that all the
time�  How did that change things for you?

IH:  It brought a ton of new people my way�
It was great that it was something like Hide
& Seek to do it�

IC:  It’s such a sensitive song
 an emotional
song
 so much space and such a wide range
of notes� Do you think of those notes in your
head?  Obviously
 the vocoder can help you
reach the notes…�

IH:  It’s actually a harmonizer�  The way I
wrote that song was
 I’d pretty much done
the rest of the album�  I think I felt like
 for
me
 what I was trying to do was I was trying
to see what I could do as one singular
musician putting together an album �  I
wanted to find out what I was capable of�
By the time I did Hide and Seek
 I’d done all
the complicated songs
  I’d done the
programming�  I felt like I’d achieved
something�  When it came to me pulling
something together very late at night
through the harmonizer
 I had fragments of
the song before I started that night
 but
nothing formed
 nothing full�  Just lyrics
 like
“hide and seek” and “where are you” and
“what the hell’s going on”�  I had that and a
basic chords structure for those lyrics�
Everything else was open for suggestion�  I
just started playing through my harmonizer
that night
 really late at night�  I’d had a bad
day in the studio and I just wanted to throw
an idea down�  Four and a half minutes later

Hide and Seek had evolved�  Just
 as if
 out of
the blue�  When I look back on it
 I had kind

of been working on it
 on and off
 for quite a
while�  It had just been figuring itself out in
my subconscious because when it finally
came to just throwing the idea down
 it all
came out�  The melody
 and the way the
notes in that really high section keep going
up and up and up�  I was improvising
 I was
jamming with my own voice�  I hadn’t done
that before�  I hadn’t actually used this piece
of gear before�  I was just experimenting
with it�  It was set up as a four note
polyphony
 
 
 
 
  so there were only four notes no
matter how many notes I played with my
fingers�  Even if I had ten fingers down
 it
was still only choose four�   I felt like I
wanted to go a certain way melodically�
That’s how it ended up like it did�  It’s a new
way of writing for me and it really freed me
up�  I’ve learned something doing that�  Since
then
 I really felt like I’ve figured something
out in a short space of time�

IC:  I did see you live in San Francisco�
You’re very interesting to watch�  There is so
much going on
 with you building the
patterns�  When you go in to do your record

have you saved those patterns or is it
something you develop each time?  In other
words
 does it change each time you go out
and play?

IH:  There are some things that are pretty
much set�  I spent a long time programming
drums and sounds in the studio and I just
couldn’t do that live�  It took me months to
do that kind of thing�  There are loops that I
turn into samples
 like four bar samples or
one bar samples that I trigger	off or set
them off and they continue until I change
them�  Obviously the piano
 I’m playing live
and that changes every night�   It’s difficult
because the way the record was constructed

there are so many different parts that come
in every minute or every second�  It’s strong
in that it has many different characters
about the album�  But there’s never like one
guitar or one piano line�  It’s very cut up and
very disjointed�

IC:  You had a cellist with you in San
Francisco
 do you normally have other
musicians with you on tour?

IH:  I’m building more and more it seems as
I go along�  I wanted Zoe to go along
because the last time I toured the states
 it
was just me�   I love Zoe
 she’s really
amazing�  I heard her on the internet about a
week before I went on tour�  I asked her to
go on tour with me�  I offered her to be
involved in my show as well�  The last couple
of tours I’ve done have each been different�

The last one I did in the UK was with this
band called Nemo
 a British rock band�  I’m
really a big fan of theirs and I love the idea
of having a band on stage with me
 but not a
load of  session musicians
 not that there’s
anything wrong with that�  I love their
energy and I just wanted an excuse to get up
on stage with them�  The UK tour was me
doing as I did in San Francisco
 when you
saw me
 with lots of bits of gear and
different arrangements and that
 doing it
myself�  Then there’s like five or six songs
like “Daylight Robbery” and “Loose Ends”
where I’ve got the band in there� They’re
also triggering off stuff that I’ve given them
to play�  So it was good
 I really enjoyed it�
For the London show it was different again�
I had this fantastic trumpeter who came in�
He also opened that day as well and he came
on and did some stuff�

IC:  What’s that other instrument you play

it’s like on wood with springs?

IH:  It’s called the array mbira�  The array
being the scale that this guy invented who
lives in San Diego
 and the mbira is an
African instrument�  It’s a beautiful
instrument�

IC:  Is it sound that inspires you?  Is it the
sound of the different instruments that
inspire you to write?

IH:  Yes
 sometimes exactly it’s that�
There’s a song I’ve just done called Glittering
Clouds�  I was commissioned to write it for
“The Plague” CD and everybody had to write
a song about the plagues of Egypt�  There
are lots of people like Laurie Anderson
Rufus Wainright  on it�  I got the locusts�

Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview continuedcontinuedcontinuedcontinuedcontinued
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When I was off on tour in the UK I was
messing around on the mbira and came up
with this little pattern which is really
 really
lovely�  I recorded into my Ableton Live
 no

Garage Band�  It just inspired the whole pace
of the song and everything�  Most of the
time
 when you’re writing a song
 there’s
never a formula
 unfortunately�  Some
people do
 and they write hits every time
and that’s great for them�  But
 I don’t do
that�  It’s very haphazard and very
unplanned�

IC:  Is there a particular time of day that
you’re most creative
 first thing in the
morning or late at night?

IH:  No
 I go through months of not writing
anything�  I haven’t written anything for
ages�  It usually comes when you have been
extremely busy and then you suddenly have
a break maybe of a couple of hours
 or
you’ve just had sound check and you have
that couple of hours with nothing to do�
Then your brain is just dying to do
something creative�

IC: You’ve been in the input mode up to
that point probably

IH:  Yes exactly�  A lot of ideas do come in
soundcheck�  If every single idea I came up in
soundcheck I made into a song
 I just
wouldn’t be able to do it�  I’m always coming
up with loops  and melodies and things and
occasionally I remember to store them on
my compact flashcard�  At the end of the
day
 when I come off tour and I have to
write a B side
 I just pick something out that
I like
 and start working on it�  But there’s
hundreds of little tiny ideas�  I stopped
writing in diaries and stopped having these
little books that I keep around�

IC:  That was going to be one of my
questions��(laughs)

IH:  No
 I stopped doing that ‘cause I have
so many of these things around and I never
looked at them�  They were just like
nonsense
 and I never even looked at them�
By the time I get around to writing a song
 I
feel differently about something�  I don’t
have time to sift through it all�  I tend to not
do that so much now�  Every now and then if
I really feel strongly about something
 or if
I’ve had a fantastic time and I’m on the
plane�  A lot of ideas come on a plane�

IC:   because you’re locked in
 you have no
choice

IH:  Yes
 exactly

IC:  I want to thank you so much for
sharing this information with the West
Coast Songwriters�

IH:  Thanks
 I enjoyed it�

After the interview
 a short section from
her bio:

Look up British singer/songwriter ImogenImogenImogenImogenImogen
HeapHeapHeapHeapHeap on the online music forum
Myspace�com and scroll down to the ‘Sounds
Like’ box�   Sounds Like No other – reads the
pithy
 but accurate description�

In fact
 truer words have never been
written about the hypnotic vex of songs on
her stunning second solo album     Speak ForSpeak ForSpeak ForSpeak ForSpeak For
YourselfYourselfYourselfYourselfYourself� From her earliest memories of
improvising at the piano “it was the biggest
toy that made the best and most noise” at
home
 hour after hour in the sleepy village
just outside of London where she grew up to
the electro	zen	like fugues she hears in her
head when riding her bike through the
streets of England’s most fabled city
 the
classically trained
 techno geekess
 Imogen
has always preferred a left	of	kilter
soundtrack of her own making to any by	
the	book	coda of pop music�

The stirring current of songs flowing
through Speak For Yourself ripple with an

wwwwwESTESTESTESTEST c c c c cOASTOASTOASTOASTOAST s s s s sONGWRITERSONGWRITERSONGWRITERSONGWRITERSONGWRITERS

Don’t let another action	packed songwriting month go by without joining/renewing the WCS!Don’t let another action	packed songwriting month go by without joining/renewing the WCS!Don’t let another action	packed songwriting month go by without joining/renewing the WCS!Don’t let another action	packed songwriting month go by without joining/renewing the WCS!Don’t let another action	packed songwriting month go by without joining/renewing the WCS!  Membership entitles you to
participate in the many valuable events
 to receive this monthly newsletter
 and to save on seminar and conference costs�
Membership Cost:Membership Cost:Membership Cost:Membership Cost:Membership Cost:  •Regular Membership $��$��$��$��$��  •Fast Track $��� $��� $��� $��� $��� (includes entry fee for all monthly Songwriter Showcases &
Screenings) •Professional Membership $���$���$���$���$��� (must be a published songwriter)  •Contributing Membership $���          •Full	Time
Student Membership $��$��$��$��$�� (must be registered for a minimum of �� units/proof required)�   (WCS is a ���(c)(�) educational organiza	
tion
 so all donations are tax	deductible to the fullest extent the law allows�)

Name:

E	mail Address:

Address:

City: State Zip

Tel: (H) / (W) /

Credit No:

Expiration Mo/Yr:
Print name exactly as shown on card

SEND PAYMENTSEND PAYMENTSEND PAYMENTSEND PAYMENTSEND PAYMENT (CHECK
 MONEY ORDER OR CREDIT CARD INFO) TO:TO:TO:TO:TO:
WCS • ���� Laurel Street
 Suite ����
 San Carlos
 CA �����

NON	MEMBERS:  E	NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION IS FREE 	 SIGN	UP AT

� W W W � W E S T C O A S T S O N G W R I T E R S � O R G �

MMMMMEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP A A A A APPLICATIONPPLICATIONPPLICATIONPPLICATIONPPLICATION

alluring intimacy rarely found in the electro	
inspired genre� “That’s because
 I like to
believe I’m genre	less!” quips Imogen “I want
for music to stimulate
 excite and surprise
me all over again  Whether it’s the
punctuated sounds
 and halting breath filled
silences in songs such as the angelic “Hide
And Seek
” or the bouncy “Goodnight And
Go
” or the subtly drum	tinged “Headlock”

or the whispery “The Walk
” it’s clear Imogen
is a slave to nothing but her own muse�
Recorded in her East London studio – “I’ve
had a not so secret love affair with making
music on computers since I was a teenager�
Wouldn’t it be great if in real life you could
“delete” or “duplicate”
 “save” or “recall”? Or
speak in many voices and languages at the
pull down of a program?” she says – Imogen
utilized everything and anything at her
disposal
 from circuit bent children’s toys
 to
carpet roll inner tubes to the rumbling
soothages of passing trains� “There are many
moments during the course of making an
album where things don’t go as planned 	
mostly gear misbehaving but gear can
equally make some great sounds when it’s in
a mood!”  The silver lining to some of these
situations became “Hide and Seek” and
“Headlock”� Forced to use gear that was co	
operating though perhaps needed a little
dusting off!
http:www�imogenheap�com

Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview Imogen Heap Interview continuedcontinuedcontinuedcontinuedcontinued
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These September Days 	 Jim BrummJim BrummJim BrummJim BrummJim Brumm

After �� years of playing and writing
 Jim
Brumm’s first CD release
 These September
Days
 has been worth the wait� Recorded at
Wine Country Music Studios in Napa

California
 it has a sound that covers a wide
musical spectrum
 from folk to jazz
 blues to
cajun
 swing and more� Whatever your
musical tastes
 These September Days has
something for everybody� Also
 the lyrics on
These September Days are as much a part of
the fabric of each track as the musicianship�

Violins
 saxophones
 accordions
 ripping lead
guitars and soft cellos all have their moment
to shine here� Some songs are funny (“Just a
big cockroach” is not to be missed!)
 some
are thoughtful and introspective� The title
track
 with its haunting guitar and beautiful
violin and cello accompaniment has been
described as the perfect song for anyone
facing change in their life
 and “Alice (The
grandma song)” should reach anyone who
has ever had a wise and loving old woman
touch their heart�

With amazing back	up vocals and harmonies
by Theresa Stoops
 Lynda Amen	Otis and
Darlene Gardner
 along with the talents of
Northern California jazz legend Philip Grady
Smith
 Ylonda Nichols (who now plays her
saxophone with Les Brown and his Band of
Renown)
 Peggy Brady
 first	chair violinist
with the Napa Valley Symphony and Leigh
Wyckoff
 founder of Wine Country Music
and guitarist extraordinaire
 and many
others
 this is one CD that will stay in your
player for a long time�

For more information visit
www�cdbaby�com/jimbrumm �http://
www�cdbaby�com/jimbrumm�  or
www�myspace�com/jimbrummsongs �http://
www�myspace�com/jimbrummsongs�

Members ProductMembers ProductMembers ProductMembers ProductMembers Product

Classes for Songwriters
Intermediate/Advanced Songwriting Workshop 
with Bonnie Hayes
Recording for Songwriters with Steve Savage
Guitar Workshop for Songwriters with Bill Spooner
Lyric Writing with Natalia Bortolotti
Harmony for Songwriters with Bonnie Hayes
Chord Theory/Composition for Guitar with Steve Kirk

10-week classes begin the week of January 15
Call (415) 673-3600 for a free catalog

www.bluebearmusic.org

 

   CATSVILLE RECORDING 

   Great Gear—Great Ears!!! 

Producing quality albums and 
demos since 1989 

Multi-instrumentalist providing 
instrumentation for your project 

High-end digital recording 

Top of the line Mics by Neuman, 
AKG, Audio-Technica, Shure 

Mixing and Mastering 

Sponsor for North Bay Open Mic 

Special Discount Rates for West 
Coast Songwriters Members 

For a detailed list of equipment and MP3 
samples, please visit our website: 

www.catsvillerecording.com 

Phone:  (415) 485-0954 

Email:  Randy@catsvillerecording.com  

HARWOODHARWOODHARWOODHARWOODHARWOOD
P R O D U C T I O N S

CD-Quality Demos For Songwriters
• Your music fully arranged for song demos

or album projects

• Well-versed in wide range of musical styles

• A wide variety of instruments and sounds

available instantly

• Recording on Digital performer, DAT CD,

and cassette

• As a multi-instrumentalist, I can provide

all the instrumentation for your project

• Instrumental arrangement:  Includes

arranging, consulting, vocal coaching and

arranging, instrument recording and

arranging, and engineering

• All major credit cards accepted

• Hearing is believing

phone - 510.799.6166
email - kevinharris3@comcast.net

The Good News IsThe Good News IsThe Good News IsThe Good News IsThe Good News Is

“The Friggin’ Mafia Movie”“The Friggin’ Mafia Movie”“The Friggin’ Mafia Movie”“The Friggin’ Mafia Movie”“The Friggin’ Mafia Movie” is now available for
rent at NETFLIXNETFLIXNETFLIXNETFLIXNETFLIX �  Antonia Venezia and her
dog are in the movie
 plus a song that Betsy
Walter and Antonia wrote �

Volunteer WantedVolunteer WantedVolunteer WantedVolunteer WantedVolunteer Wanted

We are always trying to increase our volun	
teer pool�  If you’re interested in helping out

let us know 	 (���) ���	����
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Works In ProgressWorks In ProgressWorks In ProgressWorks In ProgressWorks In Progress

• WORKS	IN	PROGRESS• WORKS	IN	PROGRESS• WORKS	IN	PROGRESS• WORKS	IN	PROGRESS• WORKS	IN	PROGRESS sessions provide opportunities
to get constructive criticism on your song
 in finished or
unfinished form
 from your peers�  Bring �� copies of your
song lyrics�  COST:  Free!

Any member can begin a WIP series in an area not yet
served!  Call the WCS office for details:  ���/���	�����

SAN CARLOS WIPSAN CARLOS WIPSAN CARLOS WIPSAN CARLOS WIPSAN CARLOS WIP

WCS HOST:  Ian Crombie

DATE:  Monday
 December ��th

TIME:  �PM 	 ��PM

LOCATION:  NCSA office 	 ���� Laurel St�
 ����

DIRECTIONS:  Contact office 	 ���/���	���� or
info@westcoastsongwriters�org

EAST BAY WIPEAST BAY WIPEAST BAY WIPEAST BAY WIPEAST BAY WIP

WCS HOST:  Gini Graham Scott

DATE: Wednesday
 December ��th

TIME:  �PM 	 ��PM

LOCATION:  on Amy near Proctor (near
Montclair Village 	 call for address)

DIRECTIONS:  Call Gini at (���) ���	���� or
giniscott@sbcglobal�net

FAIRFAX  WIPFAIRFAX  WIPFAIRFAX  WIPFAIRFAX  WIPFAIRFAX  WIP

WCS HOST:  Sylvia Nielsen

DATE:  Thursday
 December ��th

TIME:  �PM 	 �PM

LOCATION: �� Pacheco Ave�
 Downtown
Fairfax�

DIRECTIONS:  Contact Sylvia at ���	��� ����
or limabeam����@yahoo�com

SONOMA COUNTY  WIPSONOMA COUNTY  WIPSONOMA COUNTY  WIPSONOMA COUNTY  WIPSONOMA COUNTY  WIP

WCS HOST:  Michael Rickard
DATE: Tuesday
 December ��th
TIME:  �PM 	 ��PM
LOCATION: Sonoma County
DIRECTIONS: Call Michael at ���	���	���� for
details

SACRAMENTO WIPSACRAMENTO WIPSACRAMENTO WIPSACRAMENTO WIPSACRAMENTO WIP

WCS HOSTS: Kilee Cooper

DATE:   Monday
 January ��th

TIME:  �p�m to �:��p�m�

LOCATION: ���� Pratt Ave� Citrus Heights
 Ca�
�����

DIRECTIONS:  Email Kilee at

kileefae@yahoo�com

FINAL MIX STUDIOS

Campbell.

(408) 374-8665.

Steve Glaze.

http://finalmixstudio.com

If you’d like to host a Works IN Progress in your area let
us know�  We cann tell you how it all works�  Call teh WCS
Office (���) ���	����

ASCAP EXPO 2007ASCAP EXPO 2007ASCAP EXPO 2007ASCAP EXPO 2007ASCAP EXPO 2007

West Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association Members Offered Registration Discount
Building on the extraordinary
 sold	out success of the ���� ASCAP “I Create Music” EXPO –
the only major national conference dedicated to songwriting and composing – ASCAP will
stage an even larger
 more comprehensive event for music creators
 April ��	��
 ���� at the
Hollywood Renaissance Hotel in Los Angeles
 CA�  West Coast Songwriters AssociationWest Coast Songwriters AssociationWest Coast Songwriters AssociationWest Coast Songwriters AssociationWest Coast Songwriters Association

MembersMembersMembersMembersMembers can register for the conference at the low price of $��� – that’s $��� off the regular
cost of registration!  [West Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association MembersWest Coast Songwriters Association Members who are also members
of ASCAP get an additional $�� discount�]
Plus
 as a special bonus
 the first ��� EXPO registrants will be given the opportunity to
schedule a one	on	one session with a hit songwriter
 composer
 music publisher
 record
company executive
 Film/TV music executive
 online marketing expert
 music attorney
 or
ASCAP executive�  These one	on	one sessions were a big hit with participants at the first
ASCAP EXPO�
The ASCAP “I Create Music” EXPO covers multiple music genres and offers all participants in
the music creation process an opportunity to join together to advance their profession and
gain the knowledge
 tools and contacts to maximize their success and inspire their work�
The ���� ASCAP “I Create Music” EXPO is again expected to draw some of the biggest names
in music�
All songwriters
 composers
 lyricists
 producers
 publishers and other music industry
professionals
 regardless of affiliation
 are invited to register and attend� With new panelists

expanded programming and additional opportunities to advance your career
 the ���� EXPO
promises to be another must	attend event�  The EXPO will feature seminars
 workshops

master classes
 keynotes
 one	on	one sessions
 song critiquing
 product displays
 technology
demonstrations
 performances and more�
If you are serious about your craft and career
 we know you will want to join many of today’s
greatest songwriters and composers at the ASCAP “I Create Music”EXPO in Los Angeles next
April�
To register: http://www�ascap�com/expo/registration�html
To read more about the ASCAP “I Create Music” EXPOASCAP “I Create Music” EXPOASCAP “I Create Music” EXPOASCAP “I Create Music” EXPOASCAP “I Create Music” EXPO:  http://www�ascap�com/expo

ASCAP ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEDICATED TOASCAP ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEDICATED TOASCAP ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEDICATED TOASCAP ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEDICATED TOASCAP ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE DEDICATED TO

SONGWRITING AND COMPOSINGSONGWRITING AND COMPOSINGSONGWRITING AND COMPOSINGSONGWRITING AND COMPOSINGSONGWRITING AND COMPOSING

���� ASCAP ���� ASCAP ���� ASCAP ���� ASCAP ���� ASCAP “I Create MusicÓ “I Create MusicÓ “I Create MusicÓ “I Create MusicÓ “I Create MusicÓ EXPO Set for April ��	�� in Los AngelesEXPO Set for April ��	�� in Los AngelesEXPO Set for April ��	�� in Los AngelesEXPO Set for April ��	�� in Los AngelesEXPO Set for April ��	�� in Los Angeles

916/444-5201
Matt Erich, Owner/Engineer

Sponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open Mic

EMEEMEEMEEMEEME
RecordingRecordingRecordingRecordingRecording
StudioStudioStudioStudioStudio
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Steve SeskinSteve SeskinSteve SeskinSteve SeskinSteve Seskin is one of the most successful
writers in Nashville today
 with a boatload
of songs recorded by Tim McGraw
 Neal
McCoy
 John Michael Montgomery
 Kenny
Chesney
 Collin Raye
 Peter Frampton

Waylon Jennings
 Alabama
 Mark Wills
 and
Peter Paul and Mary� His song “Don’t Laugh
At Me” was a finalist for CMA “Song of the
Year” in ����
 and has spurred an entire
tolerance movement
 launched by the Don’t
Laugh at Me Project� Other Seskin hits
include: “I Think About You
” “Life’s A
Dance
” “No Doubt About It
” “If You’ve Got
Love” and “Grown Men Don’t Cry�”
Steve Seskin is∫ an electrifying performer�
“His voice has a natural lilt that can’t be
learned
” writes Joel Selvin in the SF
Chronicle� He’s “a really exceptional talent
”
writes Alan Lewis in the SF Bay Guardian�
And “the presentation is simple
 affective

and effective
” writes Jim Carnes in the
Sacramento Bee� Few performers can face an
audience with only an acoustic guitar and
hotwire its emotions� But that’s what
happens at Steve’s concerts�

A Steve Seskin concert will have you wiping

away a tear one minute and laughing out

loud the next� His songs all have messages

that touch the hearts of everyone: from the

feelings of a little boy missing his father
 to

growing up and being true to yourself
 to

one of his most well know themes of being

considerate to and respectful of one another

as expressed in “Don’t Laugh at Me�

As a singer	songwriter Craig Carothers Craig Carothers Craig Carothers Craig Carothers Craig Carothers has

played nightclubs and concerts from Los

Angeles to Stockholm for the last �� years�

Craig has shared the stage with more than

��� acts including: Mose Allison
 Karla

Bonnoff
 Jonatha Brooke
 Bruce Cockburn


Paula Cole
 Ry Cooder
 Catie Curtis
 Crash

Test Dummies
 Donovan
 Robben Ford


Jeffrey Gaines
 Peter Himmelman
 John

Hiatt
 John Klemmer
 Leo Kottke
 Patty

Larkin
 Little Feat
 Little River Band
 Michael

McDonald
 Anne Murray
 Danny O’Keefe


Leroy Parnell
 Boz Skaggs
 Toad The Wet

Sprocket
 Richard Thompson
 Jethro Tull


Romeo Void
 Loudon Wainright III
 Tim

Weisberg
 and Warren Zevon�
Craig Received the Portland Music
Association’s Crystal Award for both “Best
Folk Act” and “Best Single�” Then in the fall of
���� Craig signed a publishing contract with
Nashville	based Crossfire Entertainment/
Almo Irving Music about the same time MCA
Country recording artist Trisha Yearwood
recorded his song “Little Hercules”� That same
year Craig was a winner at the Napa Valley
Music Festival’s Emerging Songwriter
Showcase
 and the Austin Songwriters
Contest� Since then Kathy Mattea and Lorrie
Morgan have also recorded Craig’s songs�
Craig spends a fair amount of time producing
albums for other independent artists� Some of
his production clients have been: Mark Alan

Eric Hester
 Angela Kaset
 and Steve Seskin

Originally from Morgan Hill
 Don HenryDon HenryDon HenryDon HenryDon Henry is

known as a guy the other writers love to hear�

He writes remarkable songs and he sings them

with equally extraordinary tenderness
 humor


and sincerity�
His debut CD was filled with catchy
 memo	
rable
 and entertaining songs� Billboard’s Ken
Schlager chose it as one of ����’s Top Ten
records�
Years later his songs would be recorded by
Ray Charles
 Conway Twitty
 the Oak Ridge
Boys
 Gary Morris
 Ray Kennedy
 and Kathy
Mattea
 among others� For co	writing Kathy’s
critically acclaimed hit
 “Where’ve You Been
”
Don and Jon Vezner earned a Grammy
 as
well as awards from the Academy of Country
Music
 the CMA
 and the NSAI� In fact

“Where’ve You Been” was the first song ever
to be so honored� “As a child I had a phono	
graph real early—my father was a musician—
and I remember playing all those Sherman
Brothers songs
 all those Disney things: “The
Jungle Book
” “Mary Poppins�”

That is what really taught me songwriting�

All those early songs were so lyrical
 and very

musical�  His songs are funny
 whimsical
 wry


bittersweet
 and poignant—all at the

appropriate times�
His songs have been cut by Kathy Mattea

Christy Sutherland
 Lonestar
 Rosie Flores
and Bryan White�

To purchase seminar tickets go to the WCS Website �http://www�westcoastsongwriters�org�under
“Classes”and the drag down to class payment�  Or
 call the WCS with credit card info 	 (���) ���	����

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!!

W e s t  C o a s t  S o n g w r i t e r s 
  T h e  L i t t l e  F o x  &  T r u e w i n d  P r e s e n t s :

Seminar plus Songwriters In The Round

Steve Seskin
 Don Henry and Craig Carothers

Sunday, January 14th

Seminar from ��am	�pm  at The Holiday Inn Express
 ���� El Camino Real
 Belmont
 CA

plus a Concert at the Little Fox Theater 
 ���� Broadway
 Redwood City�

Seminar plus FREE CONCERT TICKET price 	 $���  Concert only 	 $��
 $�� at	the	door
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VOCAL LESSONS  —  OVER �� YEARS’VOCAL LESSONS  —  OVER �� YEARS’VOCAL LESSONS  —  OVER �� YEARS’VOCAL LESSONS  —  OVER �� YEARS’VOCAL LESSONS  —  OVER �� YEARS’

teaching experience�  Established reputation with
South Bay musicians�  Teaching time	tested tech	
nique
 applicable to all styles�  Call Verlene
Schermer:  (���) ���	�����

EXPERIENCED PROF’L VOCALISTEXPERIENCED PROF’L VOCALISTEXPERIENCED PROF’L VOCALISTEXPERIENCED PROF’L VOCALISTEXPERIENCED PROF’L VOCALIST

for your demos�  All styles —specialties authen	
tic Country
 Swing
 Combo/Big Band
 Sultry Bal	
lads�  Call for demo tape�  References available�
Kathy Bazinet:  (���) ���	�����

VOCALIST VOCALIST VOCALIST VOCALIST VOCALIST FORFORFORFORFOR YOUR DEMOS YOUR DEMOS YOUR DEMOS YOUR DEMOS YOUR DEMOS

All Styles�  Also available for vocal coaching�
Good rates�  Call Laura Lien:  (���) ���	�����

HOW TO BREATHE & HOW TO SINGHOW TO BREATHE & HOW TO SINGHOW TO BREATHE & HOW TO SINGHOW TO BREATHE & HOW TO SINGHOW TO BREATHE & HOW TO SING
Laura Barton Vocal Studio�  Located in

Mountain View�  Call Laura:  (���) ���	����

TOM CARRTOM CARRTOM CARRTOM CARRTOM CARR

RECORDING
 MIXING
 MASTERING ENGI	
NEER WITH �� YEARS EXPERIENCE IN MOST

GENRES OF MUSIC�  ���	���	���� OR
THOMASCARR��@COMCAST�NET

Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads
RATES and INFORMATION
 WCSA OFFICE:  ���/���	����

ZoneZoneZoneZoneZone

RecordingRecordingRecordingRecordingRecording
Songwriters, Bands, Albums,

Demos, CD Mastering, and

Commercial Production

Blair Hardman, Owner/Engineer

(707) 664-1221(707) 664-1221(707) 664-1221(707) 664-1221(707) 664-1221
www.zonemusic.comwww.zonemusic.comwww.zonemusic.comwww.zonemusic.comwww.zonemusic.com

Located in Zone Music • Cotati

– Sonoma County Open Mic Sponsor –

916/444-5201
Matt Erich, Owner/Engineer

Sponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open MicSponsor • Sacramento Open Mic

EMEEMEEMEEMEEME
RecordingRecordingRecordingRecordingRecording
StudioStudioStudioStudioStudio

WCS StaffWCS StaffWCS StaffWCS StaffWCS Staff

Advocates of San Francisco’s

Independent Artists.

Be part of the evolution.

•••
info@laststoprecords.com

Sponsor • San Francisco Open MicSponsor • San Francisco Open MicSponsor • San Francisco Open MicSponsor • San Francisco Open MicSponsor • San Francisco Open Mic

Last Stop

Records

Last Stop

Records4 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 84 d 8
�

DIGITAL MIXING & EDITING SUITE

ERIK NIELSENERIK NIELSENERIK NIELSENERIK NIELSENERIK NIELSEN
� � � • � � � 	 � � � �� � � • � � � 	 � � � �� � � • � � � 	 � � � �� � � • � � � 	 � � � �� � � • � � � 	 � � � �

Studio Sponsor • East Bay Open Mic

� www�studio�d��com �

Executive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive Board

Edward Hearn  President

Howard Thomas  Treasurer

Tami King Mulcahy  Secretary

David Stroud  Member

Executive Director/EditorExecutive Director/EditorExecutive Director/EditorExecutive Director/EditorExecutive Director/Editor

Ian Crombie

Management BoardManagement BoardManagement BoardManagement BoardManagement Board

Bev Barnett Open Mics

Greg Biles Outreach

Joanie Crombie Membership

Cathy Downey Conference

Bruce Ede Outreach

North Bay DirectorNorth Bay DirectorNorth Bay DirectorNorth Bay DirectorNorth Bay Director

Marla Bodi

Event ManagersEvent ManagersEvent ManagersEvent ManagersEvent Managers

• S• S• S• S• SONGWRITERONGWRITERONGWRITERONGWRITERONGWRITER S S S S SHOWCASESHOWCASESHOWCASESHOWCASESHOWCASES • • • • •
Bev Barnett  South Bay

Phil Bearce  East Bay

Greg Newlon  South Bay

Dennis Roarick  San Francisco

Dan Lavorel North Bay

Mark McCool  Manteca

Ken Risling  Sonoma County

Kate Sholl  Sonoma County

Jan White  North Bay

Mike Rofe  Hollywood

Jeffry Wynne Prince  Sacramento

• S• S• S• S• SONGONGONGONGONG S S S S SCREENINGSCREENINGSCREENINGSCREENINGSCREENINGS • • • • •

Len Bakker  San Francisco

Jason Brawner  Southern California

Judith Favero  Sacramento

Meryn Gruhn South Bay

Regina Mercado South Bay

Jeffrey Scharf  Monterey Bay

• C• C• C• C• CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE P P P P PRODUCTIONRODUCTIONRODUCTIONRODUCTIONRODUCTION • • • • •

Phil Bearce WCS Center

Greg Biles  Noontime Concerts & OOM

Joanie Crombie  Guest Services

Jimi Shawndi  Sound

Cathy Downey  Registration

Bruce Ede  Set	Up/Breakdown

Jeanne Grabowski  WCS Center

Peter Lamson  Inst� Chk� & Perf� Sho�

Nina Puno  Volunteer Coordination

Julie Anne Randall  Song Screenings

Antonia Venezia  Song Check	In

Corinne Woolworth  One	on	Ones

Works	In	Progress HostsWorks	In	Progress HostsWorks	In	Progress HostsWorks	In	Progress HostsWorks	In	Progress Hosts

Sylvia Nielsen  Fairfax

Kilee Cooper Sacramento

Ian Crombie  San Carlos
Michael Rickard Sonoma County

Advisory BoardAdvisory BoardAdvisory BoardAdvisory BoardAdvisory Board

Michael & Patty Silversher

Steve Seskin

Janis Stevenson

FINAL MIX STUDIOS

Campbell.

(408) 374-8665.

Steve Glaze.

http://finalmixstudio.com

HARWOODHARWOODHARWOODHARWOODHARWOOD
P R O D U C T I O N S

CD-Quality Demos For Songwriters
• Your music fully arranged for song demos

or album projects

• Well-versed in wide range of musical styles

• A wide variety of instruments and sounds

available instantly

• Recording on Digital performer, DAT CD,

and cassette

• As a multi-instrumentalist, I can provide

all the instrumentation for your project

• Instrumental arrangement:  Includes

arranging, consulting, vocal coaching and

arranging, instrument recording and

arranging, and engineering

• All major credit cards accepted

• Hearing is believing

phone - 510.799.6166
email - kevinharris3@comcast.net

Robert Berry

& Soundtek Studios
Campbell, CA

Proud Sponsor of WCS
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This Month’s CalendarThis Month’s CalendarThis Month’s CalendarThis Month’s CalendarThis Month’s Calendar

   west coast songwriters   west coast songwriters   west coast songwriters   west coast songwriters   west coast songwriters

���� laurel street
 suite ����
san carlos
 ca  �����

������������  OR  ����for�song info@westcoastsongwriters�org

TUESDAY
 DECEMBER �THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER �THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER �THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER �THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER �TH

TUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNES– at Fanny & Alexander
 ��� Emerson Street
 Palo Alto

CA ����� �PM	�PM�  $� steak tacos and FREE entertainment!

THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
  DECEMBER �TH DECEMBER �TH DECEMBER �TH DECEMBER �TH DECEMBER �TH

MANTECA SONGWRITER SHOWCASEMANTECA SONGWRITER SHOWCASEMANTECA SONGWRITER SHOWCASEMANTECA SONGWRITER SHOWCASEMANTECA SONGWRITER SHOWCASE – at CHEZ SHARI’S
 ��� North Union Road
 Manteca ���	
���	���� / All ages welcome� Keyboard available�   SIGN	UP  �:��pm event is �:��	��:��pm� Sign up
before �pm�  MANAGER:  Mark McCool
 ���	���	����

MONDAY
 MONDAY
 MONDAY
 MONDAY
 MONDAY
  DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH

SAN CARLOS WORKS IN PROGRESSSAN CARLOS WORKS IN PROGRESSSAN CARLOS WORKS IN PROGRESSSAN CARLOS WORKS IN PROGRESSSAN CARLOS WORKS IN PROGRESS – WCS Host:  Ian Crombie
 at the WCS office
 ���� Laurel St�
 Suite
���
 ���/���	���� or ���/FOR	SONG�  �PM	��PM�  Free!

TUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��TH

TUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNES– at Fanny & Alexander
 ��� Emerson Street
 Palo Alto

CA ����� �PM	�PM�  $� steak tacos and FREE entertainment!

WEDNESDAY
 WEDNESDAY
 WEDNESDAY
 WEDNESDAY
 WEDNESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��TH

EAST BAY WORKS IN PROGRESS EAST BAY WORKS IN PROGRESS EAST BAY WORKS IN PROGRESS EAST BAY WORKS IN PROGRESS EAST BAY WORKS IN PROGRESS 	 WCS Host: Gini Graham Scott �p�m to ��p�m� on Amy near
Proctor (near Montclair Village Call Gini at (���) ���	���� or giniscott@sbcglobal�net

THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
 THURSDAY
  DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH DECEMBER ��TH

SAN FRANCISCO SONGWRITER SHOWCASESAN FRANCISCO SONGWRITER SHOWCASESAN FRANCISCO SONGWRITER SHOWCASESAN FRANCISCO SONGWRITER SHOWCASESAN FRANCISCO SONGWRITER SHOWCASE–  STARBUCKS
 ���� Mariposa St� @ Bryant
 San
Francisco�  Keyboard available�  SIGN	UP �	�:��pm; event begins �:��pm
 ends by �:��pm�
Performers pay $��  Free to the public! MANAGER: Dennis Roarick

FAIRFAX  WORKS IN PROGRESSFAIRFAX  WORKS IN PROGRESSFAIRFAX  WORKS IN PROGRESSFAIRFAX  WORKS IN PROGRESSFAIRFAX  WORKS IN PROGRESS  	 WCS Host::  Sylvia Nielsen �PM 	 �PM
 �� Pacheco Ave�

Downtown Fairfax�Contact Sylvia at ���	��� ����

FRIDAY
   FRIDAY
   FRIDAY
   FRIDAY
   FRIDAY
   DECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��TH

SONOMA COUNTY SONOMA COUNTY SONOMA COUNTY SONOMA COUNTY SONOMA COUNTY SONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASE  at COFFEE CATZ
 ���� Sebastopol Ave�

Sebastopol� Ph (���)���	���� �  Sign up starts at �:��pm� Event begins at �pm�  Managers: Kate
Sholl and Ken Risling �ksholl@sonic�net�� Grand piano!

SATURDAY
  SATURDAY
  SATURDAY
  SATURDAY
  SATURDAY
  DECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��TH

SOUTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASESOUTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASESOUTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASESOUTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASESOUTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASE– at the Blue Rock Shoot
 ����� Big Basin Way
 Saratoga�
Performers pay $��� SIGN	UP:��:��; event begins at �:�� pm� �   MANAGERS:   Bev  Barnett and Greg
Newlon�  There is a �� song limit�

MONDAY
  MONDAY
  MONDAY
  MONDAY
  MONDAY
  DECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��TH

NORTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASENORTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASENORTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASENORTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASENORTH BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASE  – SWEETWATER
��� Throckmorton
 Mill Valley�  SIGN	UP
�:��pm; event begins �pm�  Performers pay $�; audience free!   MANAGERS:  Jan White and Dan Lavorel

EAST BAY EAST BAY EAST BAY EAST BAY EAST BAY SONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASESONGWRITER SHOWCASE 	 at FREIGHT & SALVAGE COFFEEHOUSE
 ���� Addison St�

Berkeley (� blk� from University
 off San Pablo)
 ���/���	����
 www�thefreight�org�  SIGN	UP �:��	
�:��pm; event begins promptly at �:��pm�  $� for everyone�   All ages�

TUESDAY
 TUESDAY
 TUESDAY
 TUESDAY
 TUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��THDECEMBER ��TH

WCS HOLIDAY GATHERINGWCS HOLIDAY GATHERINGWCS HOLIDAY GATHERINGWCS HOLIDAY GATHERINGWCS HOLIDAY GATHERING– at Fanny & Alexander
 ��� Emerson Street
 Palo Alto

�PM	�PM�  $� steak tacos
 no	host bar
 and FREE entertainment!  Bring your
favorite song that you’ve written this year and share it with your peers�  Bring it on
CD or perform it live�

SONOMA COUNTY  WORKS IN PROGRESSSONOMA COUNTY  WORKS IN PROGRESSSONOMA COUNTY  WORKS IN PROGRESSSONOMA COUNTY  WORKS IN PROGRESSSONOMA COUNTY  WORKS IN PROGRESS  	 WCS Host:  Michael Rickard�	��pm��  Call Michael at ���	
���	���� for details

TUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��THTUESDAY
 DECEMBER ��TH

TUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNESTUESDAYS TACOS & TUNES– at Fanny & Alexander
 ��� Emerson Street
 Palo Alto

CA ����� �PM	�PM�  $� steak tacos and FREE entertainment!

ALSO ON THE CALENDAR but not listedALSO ON THE CALENDAR but not listedALSO ON THE CALENDAR but not listedALSO ON THE CALENDAR but not listedALSO ON THE CALENDAR but not listed
STEVE SESKIN CLASSES 	STEVE SESKIN CLASSES 	STEVE SESKIN CLASSES 	STEVE SESKIN CLASSES 	STEVE SESKIN CLASSES 	for those taking classes


